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Family refers to a social group that consists of children together with their parents, persons united by marriage, adoption as well as the consensual union. A family could also be taken to be a group of individuals who are descending from the same ancestor and those who are brought together by some other means of unions into a single household. 
One of the factors that I have considered in coming up with my definition of family is that of marriage. It is considered that when two people, a woman, and a man come together and decide to enter into marriage they become a family (Sharma, 2013). Therefore, a family does not necessarily mean that people have to be descending from the same ancestor or share blood. Also, recently a family has been made by two people of the same sex; some states have ended up legalizing marriage between people of the same sex.
Another factor that I have taken into consideration in coming up with the definition of a family is that of adoption. Adoption is a legal way through which a family or an individual gets to assume the parenting of another, normally a child, from the child’s biological parents or the legal parents (Sharma, 2013). 
The other factor I took into consideration in coming up with a definition of what a family is, is that of children living with their parents. This happens when a woman and a man come together into a marriage union and they produce young ones. Such people could be living in the same household or different. Live has become dynamic and so has the people within the society. At times, one parent might be living far away but still taking part in rearing the kids and therefore they become one family. 
The consensual union is the other factor that I considered in formulating the definition of a family. A consensual union is a situation whereby two people belonging to the same household and having a “marriage-like” relationship with each other, although they are not married or in a registered partnership with each other (Sharma, 2013). A woman and a man come together and start cohabiting under the same household but their relationship is not formally ratified by the existing laws as well as the laws of the religion of the nation. 
There should be considered a more inclusive definition of what a family entails. In the past, people of the same gender were not allowed to make a family. Society was against such unions and also the people involved in such unions did not declare it publicly. However, recently, we have seen what is referred to as LGBTQ couples coming out in public and declaring their sexual orientation (George town law, 2020). Therefore, same-sex marriages are been institutionalized. However, this only happens in some countries. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Same-sex marriage has been happening for the last few decades, since the 1970s. The first case of same-sex marriage was reported in 1970 where same-sex couples in Minnesota applied for a marriage license (George Town law, 2020). This must have been considered by the presiding judge to be abnormal since the case was denied and had to go to the next level; the case had to go to the state Supreme Court. For example, same-sex marriage becomes legalized on June 26, 2015. This was reached after the US Supreme court struck down all state bans concerning same-sex marriage and therefore legalizing it in all its fifty states. People were required to respect and honor out-of-state same-sex marriage licenses following the case Obergefell v. Hodges (George town law, 2020).
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